BIERSTADTS LOSS BY FIRE.

MALEASTEN, TRE SUMMER RESIDENCE AT
IRVIKGTON, DESTROYTED.
Melkasten, the Summer residence of Alberd
Bisrstadt, the woll-known artist, at Irvington, was
destroyed by firs, with nearly ali of its econfeats,
vesterday morning, The residence was erccted on
the bighest point of land in Irviogton, was bulitof
gneiss, the stone which most abounds thers, and
was from plans desizred by the artist himseif. On
the river-front the buildiag wag foar storlea in
height, with 2 mansard roof, and surmounted by a

' large tower from whick could be had & View up

* the Hudson to West Pofnt and down the river to
* Staten Island. In the rearihs house was ono stor¥

less in helght, as the lower story of the building
had as a rear wall & bank of rock agalnst which it
was bullt. The erection of Malkasten was begun
in 1864, and it tvas completed at & cost of
$100,000 in 1866, at which time Dir. Bieratadt
first oceupled it. The tesidence was essentially an
artist’s home, sod about one-third of ths building
was an enormots studio, with windows on thres
sides. 'The buihling has beon occupied during the
past Summer by Honvy J. Chapman, Jr., & broker,

at 72 Broadway, who moved out on Thursday, Mr.
Chaptnan did not have the uss of the studio, which
has Leen used by Mr Bierstadi for storage pur-
yoses, and which has been locked up for the past
four years, ever sines Mr, Blerstadt was gompaiied
to give up his residencs thers owing to his wife's
jll-health. In the studio svero stored a larzo nuta-
ber of eketches snd studies made by Mr. Bler-
sindt during the pashb 20 years, a large
collection of opgravings, a veluabls libra-
ry of ‘works on tho early history of
Americs, which the artist has bsen engapged in col-
lecting for years, and a collection of Indian imple-
ments and other articles. Most of these had been
colleoted during 3r. Bierstadt’s residence in the
Rocky Mountains and the Yosemite Valley, aad
had done servite as models in soms of his well-
known pailntites. Others were gifts from Gen
Sheridan, Gen. Custer, and other Army officers. All
of thase wers' burned, as were a larze number o
aintings, bronzes, articles of virtu and brie-
brasc, and all the furciture, The two most valuable
paintings borned were a laree recently comnleted
view in the Hetchhetchy Valley, north of the Yo-
samite: a visw of Niagara Falls from the Canadian
side, wwhich was not quite completed, both {rom the
hrush of Mr. Bierstadtand both large canvases,
and an Interior of Westminster Abbey, by David
Neal. o American artist pow a restdent of Munich,
Twonty-two pictures that were hung in the living
rooms were saved. These include s sunset
in California, § by 4 fest: Glen Ellis (N.
H.) Falls, 3 by 204 feet; portrait of J. B,
Trvinp, the arttist; scepe In the Wetterhorn,
and Autumn secene in the White Mountalns,
2 Romen villa, gcens on the Pemigewassett, N, H..
moonlight 1o a Califorala forest, & cpast scens at
Newport, and & sunset scens near Waterville, in
this State, all painted by Mr. Blerstadi; two
Chinese scenes by 1. W. Perry; a coast scens hy
Baron Gudin: eocast scens at Kewport by Hazel-
tine: head of cavatler by J. A. Certel; grotto In
Egeriz by H. Ludwig, two Belzian svenes by
Lamputen, & New-Hampshire scene by E. L. Gerry,
and & landseape in Westphalia by Achenbach.

Peter Conrad, who has been Mr, Bierstadt’s gar
dener for 33 years, was the only cocupant of the
house on 'Thuraday night. e left it at about 5:30
o'vlock Friday morning to get his breakfast, and
on his retutn, at 7:15, found the houss on fire and
the fiames beyoad bis control, slthough ko
tried to put them ont by the use of a
firs extinguisher. The fire seemed to him
io thave started bstween the stous wall
of the exterior and the Inferior eeiling of pinein
the studin. There had been no fire in the house
since Thursday morning. Trouble recently had
by Mr. Chapman's {amily with smoking chimbeys
wonid seem to indieate that a defective flue was
the oause of the fire, Mr. Bierstaqt stuted that the
kouse and conteats were worth between $150.600
and 8175000, and that hls loss above insuranca
would he §35,000 or $40,600.
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