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husband, Bill, at the film weekend in Tarrytown

- A Retreat for Movie Fans

By ROLAND FOSTER MILLER

TARRYTOWN

R HE lights dirn, the eyes widen and ears perk as
dthe film begins its march through the projector
and this season of Judith Crist Film Weekends

P gets under way at the Tarrytown House Execu-
tive Conference Center.

For 12 vears, the 28.acre retreat here has dmwn hun-
dreds of guests to the film screenings and the heavily
laden food tables. The chance to discuss behind-the.
scenes aspects of the movies with the men and women
who make them has been an additional attraction. Mrs.
Crist, the film critic for Saturday Review megazine, has
served as the moderator throughout.

Last weeltend the star was Michael Caine, the British
actor who lives in Los Angeles, and about 180 guests ar-
rived Friday evening to hear him discuss his career, his
Hifeand some of the more than 50 movies he has made.

The conference center, which i3 the site of many
other, primarily business-oriented events during the
week, has adapted itself a great deal since the first film
weekend, Mrs. Crist satd last week.

“‘The No, 1 change,"’ she said, *'is that we have gone a
long way, baby, frommn having two kids operating 16-mil-

limeter projectors, taking time out to be with their girl-

friends between reels. 1 mean, we started out experi. !

mentally. We did not have a permanent projection
room. It was a bedroom with a hole In the wall that had
to be hidden with & portrait - with a painting — when it
wasused during the week.

“Finally, with the expansion of the place, we have a
projection room, we have top-quality sound. We can run
35 millimeter, we can run Dolby sound. It took us about
10 years.,*’

With the changes in structure and equipment came
changes in the audience, Mrs. Crist said. Today’s groups
are older and, perhaps, a bit more affluent — the week-
end that cost $50 in 1971 is now $250 a person.

“We used to get & ot more aspiring actors — theater
and film actors — and 1 think they may have been fi-
nanced gut of is,” Mra. Crist said. “*In those days, whena
il maker would come here, outside his door you'd find
maybe nine résurmés and 32 photo applications in the
moming.””

The layman - “people who aren’t taking some college
courses in film" — ts what Mrs. Crist termed her ideal
guest at the film weekends,

**I do not regret that the audience has gotten a little bit
Continued on Page 31
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Members of the audience listen as Judith Crist and Michael Caine discuss one of Mr. Caine’s movies

| Behind the Scenes at a Film Weekend

Continued From Page I

older,’” she said. *“The big thing that has developed ,

ts that we used to have a lot more couples. We geta
tot more singles now, because this is a good place
for a man or woman to come without being has-
sled.”

The weekend begins at 5 P.M. Friday nights with
arrival and check-in. From 6§ to 7 P.M. guestis typi-
cally get together with Mrs. Crist and her husband,
Bill, in the cavernous barrooms of the Biddie
House, one of the center's two 1Sth-century rman-
sions. I the star has arrived, he might be inclined
tomix with the guests. .

For example, when Burt Reynolds visited, Mrs.
Crist said, he introduced himself to everyone in the
bar. ‘'t was so charming for him t¢ walk over and
say, ‘“‘I'm Burt Reynolds, whoare you.™

She added that she thought Mr. Caine was a typi-
cal guest: “Michael is the kind of guy who will sit
in the bar and talk with a variety of people. That's
what Peter O'Toole did. He was up all night play-
ing Ping-Pong with people.”’

Spontaneity is also a large part of the attraction
of going to the film weekends, several guests
noted, and Mrs. Crist is counting on the odd and un-
usyal uttered by movie makers over the years to
be of interest to an even larger audience. She is
writing a book, which she said would be called
“Take-22,” that will chronicle the stars’ status
qguotes.

“We realized how valuable this stuff is,”” she
said. “I, all of us here, have learned things that
questions have brought oput that you won’t read, not
even in interviews.”

From 7 to 8:30 P, M. Jast weekend, the guests un-
dertook what could onily modestly be termmed din-
ing. Beginning with shrimp with egg pAté and end-
ing with crepes stuffed with peach ice cream with

Burt Reynolds
introduced himself
to everyone in the
bar; Peter O’ Toole
was up all night
playing Ping-Pong

hot custard sauce, the mieal set the pace for a’
seemingly ever-growing food arsenal.
After dinner, Mr. Caine's 1965 film “*The Ipcress

.

File”” was shown. Mrs. Crist then introduced the
actor and there was an informal discussion of the
movie, followed by audience gquestons. At mid-
night, ““Alfie” was run and the audiente thinned
out.

Madelin Gilpatric, a trustee of the American
Academy of Dramatic Arts in New York Cityand a
trustee of the California Institute of the Arts, said
it was *'rather surpising to find myseif staying up
tilt 2 in the morning to watch a film._ ™

It was Mrs. Gilpatric's first visit to the confer- .
ence center for a film weekend, but others have
been several times and, Mrs. Crist said, as many
a3 60 percent of the guests were ‘‘repeaters.’

Carol Demner of West Qrange, N.J., has been at
the film weekends five times and said she has seen
Walter Matthau, Gena Rowlands, Herb Ross and
Nora Kay, Rex Reed, Yames Coco and Joan Hack-
ett.

I just emjoy movies tremendously, and the
whole industry,”” she sgid, “‘and I like to know as
much about it as I can. I think I"m a frustrated ac-
tress, bascially. And 1 find it terribly exciting and
stimulating.”

Ellen Friedman of Manhattan, who was attend-
ing for ehe first time, said she “certainly wanted to
see Michael Crine."

“I've always liked him,” she said, “and | real-
ized to my surprise 1 had seen very few of his mov-
ies and this weekend was tremendous for me *’

There were plenty of Mr. Caine’s movies. On
Saturday there were the 1971 filmn “*Get Carter,”
1872’s **Sieuth,’” this year’s film “Educating Rita"
.and 1975's ““The Man Who Would Be King."

" For information about the two remaining fili
weekends this fall, call the conference center at
581-8200. .
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